Compensation. 

'Who hesitates is lost,' 

Is an adage old ; 
Fearful lovers, to their cost, 

Learn they must be bold. 
But since nothing new can be 

Underneath the sun, 
'Tib as old as true that she 

Who hesitates is — won. 

— Century. 
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Items and Criticisms. 

— There is no habit so common to all classes of 
men as to be wise when the season is past. It Is 
so easy to see afterwards ; and so difficult to be 
circumspect when necessary. 

— One of the latest statements made in the re- 
ligious papers that advocates 'broad views' and 
'advanced thought' concerning Christianity is that 
it is preferable for all to dio young, as their pro- 
bation in the other world will not be so long, 
inasmuch as the young are more impressionable 
than the old. Then in another instance they claim 
that the present age ought to make its own relig- 
ion, just as it makes itR own laws, and not religion 
make the age. This is purgatory, and setting up 
& Dagon against the living and true God, who 
changes not, with a vengeance. 

— There are many who undertake Christian 
work on their own authority and in their own 
strength, beginning labor before they are fit for it, 
and adopting human views instead of divine. 
'Tarry until ye be endued with power from on 
high/ is an injunction to which we should listen. 
If this was done how much that is evil might be 
saved from the Church of Christ. 'True it is,' 
says an able writer, 'that the King's business re- 
quireth hnste, but it is no such haste as to need 
improper means to forward or unsanctified men to 
to do it.' Certain it is that many of the means 
and methods sanctioned by man will be put to 
shame some day. Only their work will abide who, 
'tarry till they arc endued with power from on 
■ high.' 

— One may be considered a great Bishop, learn- 
ed and eloquent and zealous ; and yet be a very 
small man, narrow, technical, arrogant, and in 
many ways contemptible. What the thoughtless 
crowd may consider a great preacher, even what 
they call a prince of preachers, with attributes 
that peace and charm the multitude, may be and 
often is, a very small man, ignorant, egotistical, 
overbearing, and boundlessly audacious. 

— The size of a congregation is not an infallible 
witness to the eloquence or goodness of a preacher 
or the usefulness and zeal of the church. In litera- 
ture the largest circulations are obtained by the 
most worthless and evil-making productions. 
While religious papers often have a struggle for 
existence, some of our infidel papers count their 
millions every year. 

— How closely do prejudices cling to our nature. 
A largo portion of mankind is inclined to dogma- 
tism. They want their own cherished views 
adopted by the world in general. When any one 
differs, then they lose their temper, and conse- 
quently their Christianity. Then they will often 
mistake, abuse and insinuate for argument. As a 
rule, the more a book or a preacher strikes our 
our cherished opinions and prepossessions, the 
more service it renders us. It shakes old preju- 
dices and starts the mind on other lines of thought. 

— There is tip ordinance or institution of Chris- 
tianity that is more abused than that of 
prayer. How vague and meaningless are the 
majority of the prayers we hear in public. Often 
they are mere exhortations and appeals to the 
people. Prayer is a simple request to God- 
Any one, no matter how illiterate or timid can 
humbly request of God what their soul needs. 
We are beggars. Does a beggar plead his good- 
ness? No, he urges his needs. This is what 
God desires us to do, and what God will reward. 

— Taking a single verse and separating it from 
its connection and surrodndings and making it 
the foundation for a peculiar theory and doctrine 
is becoming very common. Often the theory is 
entirely contrary to the general teachings of 
the Bible. Yet the advocates of such unbiblical 


theories cling to them as tenaciously against all 
odds and arguments, as. if their salvation depend- 
ed upon their adherence. Here is. an instance, 
Isaiah 52 : 11, 'Heahall see of the travail of his 
soul and shall be satisfied,' is made a peg on which 
to hang a sermon teaching prayer for the faithful 
departed dead to be a duty. He says, 'Duty is 
the watchword of society. To intercede for the 
faithful departed is a duty. 1. Because of the 
happiness and powerlessness of the soul to help 
itself. 2. Because it .gives the dear departed 
joy,' Then he goes on : 'But I put before you one 
other reason. You may have wondered why I 
took those»gloriou» words of the prophet for my 
text. It was because there is a deeper reason why 
you should fulfill Ibis duty of Christian charity — 
it in a duty to our 1 Lord Jesus Christ himself. It 
is his desire. Those words of the prophet are but 
the echo of one oi his words on the cross. 'I thirst,' 
said our Lord almost at the last. He thirsted 
with that divine thirst for the salvation of souls. 
And that thirst still continue — continues while 
one soul remains in a state of imperfection. You 
are to pray for the holy souls, for the holy depart- 
ed in order that our Lord may see of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied, that his desire may be 
satisfied and his thirst quenched. What folly I 
If any of the dead need praying for, why the 
faithful ? Why not select some poor, lost wretch? 

The other day 1 met with an item of news from 
Hermon Chape), Coiivil, only two miles from my 
native town Carmarthen, Wales. One man as- 
saulted his own brother during the Sunday morn- 
ing services. These two brothers were deacons 
and trustees of the chapel. There was a regular 
scramble in the pulpit, on the pulpit stairs, in the 
pulpit seat. While one party preached, another 
party gave out a hymn ; while one prayed, another 
pulled his whiskers. And this was because one- 
half wanted a Sunday school and the other half a 
preaching service. This was disgraceful. But 
we have frequently beheld such scenes at some 
council meetings Years ago, when men professing 
to be brethren would quarrel, but they had self- 
respect or some other kind of respect that kept 
them from blows. The spirit was there but they 
were able to check it before it " evolved into a 
fist-fight 

— Uncertainty of view, uncertainty of of con- 
viction, uncertainty of purpose, uncertaimty of 
aim, make uncertain Christians. In fact, more 
than half our Christianity nuv be defined in the 
wordB of the apostle— 'beating the air,' Whatever 
we do, let us become certain feat we are right, 
and then push on with all our Energy and soul. 

Kdwaud Mason. 


A Few Though ts by The, Wat. 

Since living in the city, I notice a few promi- 
nent evils. One is the saloon, which I do not 
need to say anything about, as nearly every 
church member admits that it is a great evil, 
But there is another great evil I notice here' and 
that right among those who have their names on 
the church *book, namely secret societies. 

Last week I went, one evening, to a protracted 
meeting in one of the largest churches in this city 
of about ten thousand inhabitants, and to my sur- 
prise I found five or six men in that spacious 
church, with a few bo\s v The sisters were well 
represented, but before I got home I solved the 
problem. Going homo I noticed fourteen sa- 
loons in full blast. I do not think any of the 
church members, as Bro. Debolt calls them, were 
there, but no doubt there was where the young 
men were. But looking up a little higher I saw 
about half a dozen halls lit up. There I think is 
where the absent church members were congregat- 
ed helping to brand some of their tellowmen with 
the mark of the beast, asi I learned of a friend 
next day, that some half a dozen received the mark 
in their lodge that night. Talk about the world 
becoming christianized. I know the preacher dare 
not talk about these things \ why, because in some 
churches nearly all the nialti members belong to 
one or the other of these societies and the hirelings 
bread and butter is at stake and it is not profitable 
to reprove the house of Israel of their sin, so they 
sugar coat it over as they can'; No doubt some of 


them see that it is ruining the church. Why, 
how can they help seeing it when they have to 
preach to empty seats Thursday evening lodge 
night? I think I would do tike the'old preacher 
did that lost his notes, sing the doxolagy and be 
dismissed, if the lodge would drag all my brethren 
away from church. I think right here is where 
the devil has his strongest hold on the church. It 
is unpopular for a church member to go to the 
saloon and dance, but very popular to belong to a 
secret socity ; there all our big men go. Why, at 
many places a man can get no value of any note 
unless he has the mark of the beast. It will not 
be long till that prophecy will be fulfilled, that 
we can neither buy nor sell if we have not the 
mark of the beast, first the lodge and second the 
church and my observation has taught me if a 
church member attends the lodge for a number of 
years you see his seat vacant in the church and at 
the communion table and why should it not if the 
church is made a secondary matter, when it 
ought to be firstand foremost and every thingeleeof a 
secondary matter. Young men and old keep out 
of these secret orders, there is nothing good in them 
that is not obligatory to the church, and why not 
join the church in place of the secret orders, and 
have all the good there is in the secret order and 
tenfold more in the end, eternal life, something 
the lodge don't promise you and can't give you, 
but may be the means in the end ofe ternal death. 

A. J. Blouoh. 

Dixon, III. 

1 

Select Notes. 


BY J. II. LA I It. 

— It is said that prohibition does not prohibit in 
Kansas, but tine upon line proves that it is a suc- 
cess, and now comes an old railroad conductor and 
says that of all the drunken men that he has car- 
ried on his train from year to year, 'not one has been 
earned out of Kansas but all come from Mo. into 
Katisas.' 

— A certain religious editor in speaking of the 
Seventh Day Advents says, 'they preach that they 
are the only church that are right, and we preach 
the same thing,' etc. Now this editor is of the 
opinion, no doubt, that these Seventh day Advents 
are mistaken, but he would hardly dare question 
their honesty. Now may it not be possible this 
same editor, and the church to which he belongs 
may be just as wrong — just as far from the truth, 
and honestly too as these Seventh Day Advents? 
1 am very certain that they hold more of the doc- 
trine of the 'great whore' than the Seventh Day Ad- 
vents do, for there is no church in this country 
that assumes to hold as much power to make law 
and pledge its members, as the one our editor rep- 
resents, and if they would just stop for a moment 
to reflect they would find such plain Scripture as 
Rom. 1 : 16, and I Cor. 1 : 18, 24, and 16 : 2, etc. 
Also, Mat. 7: 1-6, and Rom. 2 : 1-3, and 14 : 10, 13, 
etc. With such plain Scriptures and many others 
against them, no one ought to asaail others, they 
are all sisters of the one mother — 'the mother of 
harlots.' ■ ' 

— Those who hold the idea that a sinning mem- 
bers in the church can and will defile the body, 
can learn their mistake by reading the Spirit's ad- 
dress to the seven churches, in Revelations. It 
is a false doctrine that corrupts, and not Bin- 
ning members. If some churches would take the 
interest in purging out the false doctrine they 
hold prominent, the 'Nicolaitan doctrine,' which 
God hates, instead of following up so closely the 
supposed errors of individual members, it would 
be much better for them in the end, far better 
purge out false doctrine, than cut off erring mem- 
bers. Better emulate the spirit of Rev. 2 : 6. 

— Many professed Christians fail to see the differ- 
ence between judging people, and withdrawing 
fellowship from them. In one sense we do judge 
when we withdraw fellowship, but we do not neo- 
essarially need to condemn to perdition, 'as the 
manner of some is.' We may, upon proof of crime 
committed, withhold fellowship, as Paul teaches, 
but we do not of necessity need to judge and con- 
demn, that is God's business and not man's or 
the church's. For the Scriptures do forbid positive- 


